
Earth’s History Project:
Here are a few options, or maybe you can come up with a better idea.

• Make a comic showing each of the 4 Eras, showing what YOU think the Earth might 
have looked like during that era and the types of life present.  Think of it like you 
travelled there briefly in a time machine, and you are picturing what you saw.

• Construct something that gives a brief explanation of each of the Eras, explaining:
• the time period each era covered
• types of life present
• the climate of the Earth
• significant events of that era

• Create a timeline of the significant types of life as they developed throughout the eras.
• Do you have a better idea?



4 Eras of Earth’s History:
1. Precambrian Era
• 4.6 billion years agoà540 million years ago
• Lasted over 4 billion years
• Earth formed.  Lava/magma cooled, Earth’s 

surface began to develop.
• Bacteria main life form.
• Oxygen levels increased.
• Large ice age at end, most life became extinct.



2.  Paleozoic Era
• 540 myaà245 mya (total of 295 million years).
• Oceans covered most of Earth.
• Continents in Southern Hemisphere at this time.
• Warmer climate.
• Lots of marine (ocean) life (ex:  trilobite, coral, snails, 
clams, fish
• Early land life develops—amphibians, insects, first 
reptiles
• Large tropical-type forestsàlater became coal.
• Pangaea formed near end of era.
• Large mass extinction at endà90% of all life extinct.



3.  Mesozoic Era (Age of Reptiles)
• 245 mya to 65 mya (lasted 180 million years).
• Pangaea breaks up.
• Large mountain ranges form (ex:  Andes in South 
America, the Rockies in N. America).
• Warm climate, abundant plant life.
• Dinosaurs appear (plant-eating herbivores first, 
then meat-eating carnivores).
• First large flying animals (up to 42 feet 
wingspan).
• Large meteorite hitsàanother mass extinction.



4.  Cenozoic Era
• 65 million years agoàtoday
• Began periods of warm, then ice ages.
• At one point, ¼ of all land covered in ice.
• 11,000 years ago, last ice age ended.
• During this period, mammals become 
dominant.
• Humans appear towards the end of this era 
(within last 200,000 years).




